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Clear Clear ––isms in the contemporary scene?isms in the contemporary scene?
Feminism: Feminism: Galloway, Galloway, The Trick is to Keep Breathing; The Trick is to Keep Breathing; 
Kennedy, Kennedy, Looking for the Possible Dance Looking for the Possible Dance (also (also 
postmodernism); postmodernism); 
PostmodernPostmodern games: games: Banks, Banks, The Wasp Factory The Wasp Factory (also (also 
workingworking--class realism);class realism); Gray, Gray, Poor Things Poor Things (also (also 
surrealism or form of magical realism)surrealism or form of magical realism)
NeoNeo--realisms and magic realism: realisms and magic realism: McEwanMcEwan, , 
Atonement Atonement (also postmodernism); Carter, (also postmodernism); Carter, Nights at the Nights at the 
Circus Circus (also feminism and postmodernism)(also feminism and postmodernism)
National/National/transnationaltransnational/post/post--national identity: national identity: 
KureishiKureishi, , The Buddha of Suburbia The Buddha of Suburbia (also realism and (also realism and 
postmodernism); Doyle, postmodernism); Doyle, Paddy Clarke Ah Paddy Clarke Ah AhAh AhAh (also (also 
realism)realism)



FeminismFeminism and genderand gender
A A political movement; a literary theory; a literarypolitical movement; a literary theory; a literary--
critical methodcritical method
FirstFirst--wave feminism: wave feminism: SuffragettesSuffragettes till Virginia till Virginia 
WoolfWoolf’’ss A Room of OneA Room of One’’s Owns Own (1929) (1929) –– 1 year after 1 year after 
universal suffrageuniversal suffrage
SecondSecond--wave 1960swave 1960s--1980s: e.g. Betty 1980s: e.g. Betty FriedanFriedan’’ss
The Feminine Mystique The Feminine Mystique (1963), Kate (1963), Kate MillettMillett’’ss Sexual Sexual 
PoliticsPolitics (1969), Ellen (1969), Ellen MoersMoers’’ Literary WomenLiterary Women (1976), (1976), 
Sandra Gilbert and Susan Sandra Gilbert and Susan GubarGubar’’ss The Madwoman The Madwoman 
in the Atticin the Attic (1979). (1979). 
Alternative: PostAlternative: Post--colonial feminism/black colonial feminism/black 
feminism feminism vsvs Western feminismWestern feminism’’s ethnocentric s ethnocentric 
views (views (SpivakSpivak, Walker, , Walker, ……))



ThirdThird--wave feminism (or Postwave feminism (or Post--feminism?) 1990s feminism?) 1990s 
until now: until now: vsvs essentialist and generalist definitions essentialist and generalist definitions 
of femininity; influence of postof femininity; influence of post--structuralism and structuralism and 
idea of idea of differancedifferance
French feminism (highly philosophical theories of French feminism (highly philosophical theories of 
the body): Simone de the body): Simone de BeauvoirBeauvoir, Julia , Julia KristevaKristeva, , 
HHééllèène ne CixousCixous and Luce and Luce IrigarayIrigaray ((éécriturecriture ffééminineminine; ; 
writing from the bodywriting from the body))
““FeminismsFeminisms””. Ex: Kennedy . Ex: Kennedy vsvs Galloway Galloway –– general general 
concern for the individual concern for the individual vsvs strong female voice strong female voice 
emerging through narrative and visual emerging through narrative and visual 
experimentationexperimentation



PostmodernPostmodern gamesgames

Giuseppe Petronio: Giuseppe Petronio: ““Il Postmoderno Il Postmoderno …… èè
…… uno spettro, e nessuno, forse, sa cosa siauno spettro, e nessuno, forse, sa cosa sia””

Umberto Eco: "Umberto Eco: "La risposta postmoderna al La risposta postmoderna al 
moderno consiste nel ricordare che il passato, moderno consiste nel ricordare che il passato, 
visto che non può essere distrutto, perchvisto che non può essere distrutto, perchéé la sua la sua 
distruzione porta al silenzio, deve essere distruzione porta al silenzio, deve essere 
rivisitato: con ironia, in modo non innocente.... rivisitato: con ironia, in modo non innocente.... " " 



PostPost--modernmodern // // postpost--modernistmodernist
PostPost--ModernityModernity: vs Renaissance and : vs Renaissance and 
EnlightenmentEnlightenment beliefbelief in manin man’’s s rationalityrationality
and and abilityability toto assume a assume a centralcentral rolerole in the in the 
historicalhistorical processprocess ((mostmost agreeagree fromfrom the the 
1960s 1960s onwardsonwards))
PostPost--ModernismModernism: post the 1920s cultural : post the 1920s cultural 
and and intellectualintellectual phenomenonphenomenon
introducingintroducing a new a new aestheticaesthetic, , literaryliterary, , 
politicalpolitical and social and social philosophyphilosophy ((reactionreaction
toto thisthis oftenoften seenseen asas elitistelitist))



Frederic Jameson: Frederic Jameson: postmodernitypostmodernity as a as a 
condition brought about by the condition brought about by the ““radical radical 
breakbreak”” in cultural forms and systems in the in cultural forms and systems in the 
1950s and 1960s, with the wane of 1950s and 1960s, with the wane of 
political, social and philosophical models political, social and philosophical models 
of modernity (collapse of hegemonic of modernity (collapse of hegemonic 
ideologies and ideologies and logocentrismlogocentrism))
JeanJean--FrancoisFrancois LyotardLyotard: : postmodernitypostmodernity asas
culminationculmination of of modernitymodernity’’s s constantconstant
changechange; ; changechange asas conditioncondition vs vs notionnotion of of 
steady progress steady progress conceivedconceived byby positivistpositivist
science, science, MarxismMarxism and and structuralismstructuralism



PostmodernPostmodern ??
““CritiqueCritique”” of of historyhistory asas linearlinear and progressive and progressive processprocess
OurOur world: world: multiculturalismmulticulturalism, , multiracialismmultiracialism, , dialoguedialogue
centrecentre--peripheryperiphery, , rere--appraisalappraisal of of marginalitiesmarginalities
OurOur culture culture affectedaffected byby multinationalmultinational capitalismcapitalism and and 
commodficationcommodfication: : everythingeverything can can becomebecome imageimage and art; and art; 
hierarchieshierarchies of of valuevalue do do notnot applyapply (pop art); (pop art); surfacesurface and and 
depthdepth are no are no longerlonger distinctdistinct
FragmentedFragmented schizophrenicschizophrenic subjectivitysubjectivity withoutwithout the the 
angstangst of of modernismmodernism
A style A style markedmarked byby eclecticismeclecticism, , fragmentationfragmentation, , 
digressiondigression, collage, pastiche, , collage, pastiche, parodyparody and and ironyirony ((lele plaisirplaisir
dudu textetexte), ), allall involvinginvolving the the readerreader in in endlessendless gamesgames



Umberto Eco: Umberto Eco: Opera Opera ApertaAperta (1962)(1962)
Text Text asas hypertexthypertext
Text Text asas living work living work assumingassuming new new 
meaningsmeanings accordingaccording toto contextcontext
DialogueDialogue betweenbetween traditiontradition and and innovationinnovation
Roland Barthes: Roland Barthes: Le plaisir du texteLe plaisir du texte (1973)(1973)
textetexte = texture = texture 
InterlacingInterlacing of of differentdifferent ingredientsingredients
InterInter--texttext



Mikhail Mikhail BakhtinBakhtin: : The Dialogic ImaginationThe Dialogic Imagination (1982)(1982)
vsvs monologicmonologic novelnovel
PoliphonyPoliphony //heteroglossiaheteroglossia
Linda Linda HutcheonHutcheon : : A Theory of Parody: The Teachings of A Theory of Parody: The Teachings of 
TwentiethTwentieth--Century Art FormsCentury Art Forms (1985)(1985)
““the the intertextualintertextual echoing simultaneously works to affirm echoing simultaneously works to affirm 
……. the connection with the past. the connection with the past””
““to parody is both to enshrine the past and to question to parody is both to enshrine the past and to question 
itit””
““doubledouble discoursediscourse””: para (: para (=against=against) ) traditiontradition
((debunkingdebunking) and para () and para (=beside=beside) ) traditiontradition ((respectrespect))
VsVs Harold BloomHarold Bloom’’s s notionnotion of the of the ““anxietyanxiety of of influenceinfluence””



Ex: Ian BanksEx: Ian Banks
fusion/confusion of high and popular culture fusion/confusion of high and popular culture 
play of multiple and competing levels of play of multiple and competing levels of 
ontology (human ontology (human vsvs superhuman; author superhuman; author vsvs
characters; art characters; art vsvs life; reality life; reality vsvs fiction)fiction)
use of black comedy mocking the traditional use of black comedy mocking the traditional 
values of Western culturevalues of Western culture
language games with the reader who are both language games with the reader who are both 
players and played uponplayers and played upon



NeoNeo--realisms and magic realismrealisms and magic realism

Ian Watt (Ian Watt (The Rise of the NovelThe Rise of the Novel, 1957): , 1957): ““realismrealism”” first first 
used in theoretical discourse in France in 1835, yet used in theoretical discourse in France in 1835, yet 
anticipated by 18th century English novelists anticipated by 18th century English novelists 
2020thth--century realism: no shared view of reality century realism: no shared view of reality 
among novelists but multiple reality eschewing among novelists but multiple reality eschewing 
precise definitionsprecise definitions
Magical realism: artistic genre in which magical Magical realism: artistic genre in which magical 
elements or illogical scenarios appear in an elements or illogical scenarios appear in an 
otherwise realistic settingotherwise realistic setting; ; fusion between physical fusion between physical 
and psychological reality; link with and psychological reality; link with TodorovTodorov’’ss
merveilleuxmerveilleux



Magic Magic realismrealism ((butbut notnot onlyonly) ) topoitopoi

Copiousness of sensory detailsCopiousness of sensory details
Gender and sexuality as social constructsGender and sexuality as social constructs
Distortion or overturning of time levelsDistortion or overturning of time levels
EncapsulatingEncapsulating legendlegend or folklore materialor folklore material
Extensive use of symbolism and imageryExtensive use of symbolism and imagery
UseUse of of multiple perspectivesmultiple perspectives
Open ending leaving the reader wavering Open ending leaving the reader wavering 
between a magical interpretation or realist between a magical interpretation or realist 
interpretation of events interpretation of events ((asas in in TodorovTodorov’’s s 
fantastiquefantastique))



National/National/transnationaltransnational/post/post--national national 
identityidentity

““PostcolonialPostcolonial”” first used in political theory to first used in political theory to 
describe the state of nations freed from describe the state of nations freed from 
European control after the Second World WarEuropean control after the Second World War
PostcolonialismPostcolonialism asas engagement engagement withwith and and 
contestationcontestation of of colonialismcolonialism's 's discoursesdiscourses, , 
power power structuresstructures, and social , and social hierarchieshierarchies
Critical analysis of modes of discourse Critical analysis of modes of discourse 
employed by authors coming from Britainemployed by authors coming from Britain’’s s 
former colonies (former colonies (The empire writes backThe empire writes back))



Central issue of selfCentral issue of self--definition and definition and 
““nationalnational”” identity: identity: vsvs binary binary 
conceptualisations of self and other, conceptualisations of self and other, 
dominant dominant vsvs minority cultures (minority cultures (SaidSaid’’ss
OrientalismOrientalism), foreign ), foreign vsvs indigenous indigenous 
Movement towards crossMovement towards cross--culturalismculturalism
and and HomiHomi BhabhaBhabha’’ss idea of idea of 
inbetweennessinbetweenness, contact zone beyond , contact zone beyond 
fixed boundaries between colonisers and fixed boundaries between colonisers and 
colonised; colonised; hybridityhybridity and cultural and cultural 
diversity; positive meaning of differencediversity; positive meaning of difference
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